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five wives, and this the Assembly of chiefs decided was no cogent
reason for denying to Pratap the throne which was his by the right
of inheritance. The 32-year old Pratap ascended the throne on
22 February 1572, and Jag Mai hft Mewar in a huff to seek
Akbar's support. The latter received him with honour in the belief
that the defector would come handy in the realization of his ambi-
tion to vassalize Mewar. This turned cut to be a vain hope. Jag
Mai died fighting on the side of Mu^hals in the battle of Dattani
in 1583.
The sack of Chitor enkindled in Maharana Pratap and his follo-
wers a fire of patriotism the Mugha's found difficult to contain.